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As an amateur astronomer for over 40 years, I have witnessed many 
atmospheric anomalies. None of which surpassed the destruction 
caused by Hurricane Katrina to the New Orleans area on August 29, 
2005. Shortly before we evacuated our home to the state of Florida, it 
was only a day later that we found out our home was destroyed.

I am indeed very grateful that I am here to share with you my 
experience via this special presentation entitled, “The Vega 
Observatory - The Katrina Experience”. This event has renewed an 
amateurs dreams, aspirations, and has resurrected my love of 
Astronomy; the rise of the new Vega Observatory!!!

                     Sincerely, and Clear Skies Forever!!!Sincerely, and Clear Skies Forever!!!
                                                                          Gary BarabinoGary Barabino
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The Calm Before the Storm
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Jason 4.5” f/8 Newtonian Reflector – Pre-Katrina Photo.
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My son, Jeffrey A. Barabino, holding the 5” f/9 Apogee Inc. 
Refractor OTA.
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80mm f/11 Lafayette “Hybrid” Refractor with helical 
focuser. Attached to the Jason Equatorial Mount.
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60mm f/12 Scope Refractor. Obtained from a
New Orleans Flea Market.
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Original 14.5” f/7 Coulter Optical primary mirror, 
obtained in March, 1982, from a former PAS member.
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A picture of one of the Vega Observatory’s Astronomical 
Journals – Pre-Katrina. 
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Katrina Floods the Ninth Ward
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This is a NOAA satellite image of Hurricane Katrina a day 
before landfall.
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This is a view of my home with respect to the Surekote 
levee breech. My home is centered in the highlighted area.
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As Katrina evacuees, my family and I spent a week and a 
half at the Fairway Inn in Fort Walton Beach, FL.
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We then moved to the Wingate Inn in Destin, FL for a 
nearly three month stay.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ Vega Sky Center Presentation – by Gary Barabino



TTHEHE V VEGAEGA O OBSERVATORYBSERVATORY – T – THEHE K KATRINAATRINA  EEXPERIENCEXPERIENCE

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ Vega Sky Center Presentation – by Gary Barabino

A New Beginning
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While living at the Wingate Inn, I obtained my first Post-
Katrina telescope – a Tasco Luminova 4.5” f/8 Newtonian 

Reflector. This view was taken after we moved back to the 
New Orleans area residing at 16 Sarah Street in 

Waggaman, LA.
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Here I am in Mel Dawson’s garage standing next to my 
newly acquired Konus 8” f/5 Newtonian Reflector.
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Putting the Konus telescopes to the test. Mel (left) with his 
90mm f/11 Refractor, and I with my 8” f/5 Reflector.
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Viewing M8 The Lagoon through Mel Dawson’s newly 
constructed 10” f/5.6 Newtonian Fork Mounted Reflector.
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Recipient of the
“Weakest Link Achievement Award"
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This is our Post-Katrina home – 16 Sarah St., Waggaman, LA
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Almost all of New Orleans had re-opened after the 
storm, except for the Lower Ninth Ward.

The area that remained closed was bordered by the 
Industrial Canal, North Claiborne Ave., Caffin Ave., and 
Florida Ave.
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View of my storm ravaged home from the south southeast.
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The Vega Observatory 1975 Astronomical Journal ravaged 
by Hurricane Katrina.
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Badly damaged pages inside the 1975 Journal.
Restoration Begins!
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A key effort in the resurrection of the Vega 
Observatory is restoration of its astronomical journals.

Wherever possible I have used the original observations 
and data from each journal.
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Four restored Vega Observatory Astronomical Journals.
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60mm Variable Power Refractor. This instrument was used 
in the founding of the Vega Observatory.
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First observation opening date Vega Observatory.
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Sun sketches from the 1970 journal.
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Jupiter and Mars Observations 1971.
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Moon, Saturn, and Mars 1971.
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Sequential Solar observations March1972, by Mel Dawson.
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Observation sketches of Jupiter through the UNO 6” f/15 
Refractor in September 1974, by Mel Dawson.
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A blast from the past. Photos scanned from Gary’s Vega 
Astronomical Journals prior to Hurricane Katrina.
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New VSC Equipment
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Antares 12” f/5 Dobsonian obtained December 20, 2005
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Konus 6” f/8 Refractor purchased May 5, 2006.
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8” Konus f/5 Newtonian Reflector and 80mm guidescope/ 
finder.
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Future Projects
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Proposed Coulter 14.5” f/7 Newtonian on English Fork Mount.
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Fork Mount for future 8” f/5.5 Newtonian project.
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The VSC’s Observer’s Data Sheet
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The January 8th 2007 Sun observation by Gary Barabino 
using the new VSC Observer’s Data Sheet.
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The November 8th 2006 Mercury Transit observation by 
Mel Dawson using the new VSC Observer’s Data Sheet.
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Mel Dawson with his 10” f/5.6 Fork Mounted Newtonian (featured in 
ATT) at the FarrOut Observatory in Dade City, FL. He also built a 

Afocal Digital Camera Adapter as used to capture this close-up moon 
photo through his 90mm f/11.1 Refractor.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ Vega Sky Center Presentation – by Gary Barabino



TTHEHE V VEGAEGA O OBSERVATORYBSERVATORY – T – THEHE K KATRINAATRINA  EEXPERIENCEXPERIENCE

Website of the VSC
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The home page of the Vega Sky Center’s Astronomical Web Hub.
Mel Dawson is the Webmaster for the site.

http://www.vega-sky-center.com
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My webpage showing me with my Konus 6” f/8 Refractor.
http://www.vega-sky-center.com/index_vao.html
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I want to thank the PAS for giving me the privilege of 
delivering this presentation to our fellow members.

I also would like to acknowledge and give thanks to Mel 
Dawson of Riverview, FL for providing his assistance in 
putting this presentation together.

Please check out our Astronomical web hub at:

            www.Vega-Sky-Center.com

Thank You, and Clear Skies, Forever !!!Thank You, and Clear Skies, Forever !!!
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