T'HE VEGA OBSERVATORY - THE KATRINA EXPERIENCE

A Synopsis Covering the Destruction and Resurrection of an
Amateur Astronomer’s Private Observatory

By: Gary Barabino

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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As an amateur astronomer for over 40 years, | have witnessed many
atmospheric anomalies. None of which surpassed the destruction
caused by Hurricane Katrina to the New Orleans area on August 29,
2005. Shortly before we evacuated our home to the state of Florida, it
was only a day later that we found out our home was destroyed.

| am indeed very grateful that | am here to share with you my
experience via this special presentation entitled, “The Vega
Observatory - The Katrina Experience”. This event has renewed an
amateurs dreams, aspirations, and has resurrected my love of
Astronomy; the rise of the new Vega Observatory!!!

Sincerely, and Clear Skies Forever!!!
Gary Barabino

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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The Calm Before the Storm
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60mm f/12 Scope Refractor. Obtained from a
New Orleans Flea Market.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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A picture of one of the Vega Observatory’s Astronomical
Journals - Pre-Katrina.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Katrina Floods the Ninth Ward
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This is a NOAA satellite image of Hurricane Katrina a day
before landfall.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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This is a view of my home with respect to the Surekote
levee breech. My home is centered in the highlighted area.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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As Katrina evacuees, my family and | spent a week and a
half at the Fairway Inn in Fort Walton Beach, FL.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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A New Beginning

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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While living at the Wingate Inn, | obtained my first Post-
Katrina telescope - a Tasco Luminova 4.5” f/8 Newtonian
Reflector. This view was taken after we moved back to the
New Orleans area residing at 16 Sarah Street in
Waggaman, LA.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Putting the Konus telescopes to the test. Mel (left) with his
90mm f/11 Refractor, and | with my 8” f/5 Reflector.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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.....

Viewing M8 The Lagoon through Mel Dawson’s newly
constructed 10” f/5.6 Newtonian Fork Mounted Reflector.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Almost all of New Orleans had re-opened after the
storm, except for the Lower Ninth Ward.

The area that remained closed was bordered by the

Industrial Canal, North Claiborne Ave., Caffin Ave., and
Florida Ave.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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The Vega Observatory 1975 Astronomical Journal ravaged
by Hurricane Katrina.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Badly damaged pages inside the 1975 Journal.
Restoration Begins!

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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A key effort in the resurrection of the Vega
Observatory is restoration of its astronomical journals.

Wherever possible | have used the original observations
and data from each journal.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Four restored Vega Observatory Astronomical Journals.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Sun sketches from the 1970 journal.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Jupiter and Mars Observations 1971.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Moon, Saturn, and Mars 1971.
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A blast from the past. Photos scanned from Gary’s Vega
Astronomical Journals prior to Hurricane Katrina.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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New VSC Equipment
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A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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8” Konus f/5 Newtonian Reflector and 80mm guidescope/
finder.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Future Projects

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino



I'HE VEGA OBSERVATORY = I'HE  KATRINA EXPERIENCE




1

HE

—
’_l

VEGA O,

P)q = p

P)S) = )

VATORY - I'HE KATRINA EXPERIENCE




T'HE VEGA OBSERVATORY - THE KATRINA EXPERIENCE

The VSC’s Observer’s Data Sheet
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| Wind Direction:
Sky Conditions (0-Clear, 1-Partly Cloudy, 2-Mostly Cloudy):
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[ Diameter: 3.5 (4@m ma'..gmm
[ ——

Brand/ Model (if appiicabie): Ko Other:

)|
1 m_

Name of Object: [ransi+ o Mercuv
Position (Constellation, R4 and Dec):
Magnitude(s):

(s,
VSC &hutp:/fwww.vega-sky-center.com - Telescopic and/ or Photographic Images to be place on back of this page. Page 1 of 2 VSC — http.// www.vega-sky-center.com - Telescopic and/ or Photographic Images to be place on back of this page. Page 2 of 2
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Mel Dawson with his 10” f/5.6 Fork Mounted Newtonian (featured in
ATT) at the FarrOut Observatory in Dade City, FL. He also built a
Afocal Digital Camera Adapter as used to capture this close-up moon
photo through his 90mm f/11.1 Refractor.

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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Website of the VSC
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Website Translators, - & Favorite Links :
+ +

T

+ ) & ' kg . T

A Parr orF THE AsTrRanomrcAL CommuntTy SINCE 1970
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T ST R ST A PTR v

#

—.. The home page of the Vega Sky Center’s Astronomical Web Hub.
Mel Dawson is the Webmaster for the site.
http://www.vega-sky-center.com

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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GLEANINGS FROM THE

S S
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. VEGA ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY

+ . Gary "Bary” Barabino I'|-f-luj|ng;j his 6 f8 Konus Refractor . +
U . , U . . B . U A i ) . EE

* * + *+ -,

My webpage showing me with my Konus 6” f/8 Refractor.
http://www.vega-sky-center.com/index_vao.html

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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| want to thank the PAS for giving me the privilege of
delivering this presentation to our fellow members.

| also would like to acknowledge and give thanks to Mel
Dawson of Riverview, FL for providing his assistance in
putting this presentation together.

Please check out our Astronomical web hub at:

www.Vega-Sky-Center.com

Thank You, and Clear Skies, Forever !!!

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino
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The Vega Sky Cenfer
1978

A Joint Pontchartrain Astronomical Society/ VVega Sky Center Presentation — by Gary Barabino



